
 

 

South Berwick 

Board of Assessors 
January 10, 2023 

 
 

Chair Mallory Cook called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Assessors present included John 

James, Jessica Cyr, Jeffrey Minihan, and Melissa Costella.  Town Manager Tim Pellerin and 

Assistant Town Manager Jennifer Janelle were also present. 

 

Verna Sharpe, Assessing Agent, and Mark Zimmer, 72 Vine St property owner, were both in 

attendance. 

 

1. Abatement #2023-8:  Mr. Zimmer has requested abatement to his property value of 

$241,500.  The Town currently has it assessed at $1,191,500.   
 

Ms. Sharpe explained that she did visit the property on November 14, 2022 and conducted 

a full measure and list inspection.  Some of our data was incorrect.  And the property 

underwent significant renovations almost 20 years ago (only a few period details remain), 

but the Town’s listing of the property was not corrected.   
 

Ms. Sharpe also explained the assessing process and the use of comparable properties in 

determining values. 
 

Ms. Sharpe recommended a value abatement of $88,600.  Equating to an annual decrease 

of tax of $1288.24.  The new value, if granted would be $1,102,900. 

 

Mr. Zimmer addressed the Board, stating that he had three goals; 

 1) Approve his request for abatement of value of $241,500  

 2) Conduct a townwide revaluation 

 3) Update all tax card/file information 

 

Mr. Zimmer stated that he was looking for fairness, and to be judged equally with his piers 

(meaning value of home).  He added that the Town’s records do not have enough info.  Ms. 

Sharpe explained that what Mr. Zimmer had was screen shots from the website.  And, no 

that information has much less detail than our actual files in the office. 

 

Mr. Zimmer stated that it just needs to be made fair across the board. 
 

 

On a motion by Mrs. Cook, seconded by Mr. Minihan, it was voted 3-2 (Mr. James and Mrs. 

Costella voted in opposition) to grant abatement #2023-8 in the value amount of $88,600. 

 

 

Mrs. Cook closed the meeting at 7:15pm.   

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

Barbara Bennett, CCM 

Town Clerk 

 


